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/[Following is e translation of an article by K, Vore- =
. shilov in the Russien-language periodical Politi- = -
cheskoye gamocbrazoveniye (Political Self-Education )y
_Moscow, Vol. IV, No. 4, April 1960, pages 1126,/

. fThis year the Soviet people observe the 90th enniversary of the -
great Lenin, The pame of Vledimir Il'ich lenin is the purest and dear-
est of names to all the people of ouy country. Lenin indicated to the
people of old Tsarist Russia the right wey to deliverance from soclal -
and national oppression and lack of rights. Under nis guidance the

pecple Of our country were the first in the world ‘to achieve ‘a social-"
ist revolution and create a powerful Soviet state. They have built = .
socialism by following lenin's way and ere now successfully approaching
commuanism, ' S e s
Lenin was a brilliant follower or the teachings of Marx and

Epgels, who for the first time unveiled the laws cf the developaent of
buman society anrd its revolutionary transformetion on socialist prin- -
ciples. In-his works Lenin generalized the experiences of the history
. of the revolutionary movement after the death of Marx and Engels; he =

developed Marxism in Getail, giving consideraiioa to all character-
istics of social development during that pericd.” lenin vas the great
leader of the workers and a great scientist. His contribution to the
- Marxist theory was so great that it beceme rightly kuown as the Marzis. -

Ieninist theorys = i . . oo xo S
A 1little over 40 years ago the Marxist-Leninist dcctrine or the

bullding of a socialist society exisied only ‘in theories in bocks. Lo
socialism has won in our country complétely and finally. More then .~
third :of the world's menkind adhere “to the ways of sccialism and com=
. munism. It is a great triumph for Marxism-Leninism. = -
- lenin credted the Communist Party of the Soviét Upion and raieed -
it in.a true Marxian spirit. In the process of class struggles our =
-party grew and strengthened, becoming ‘the indestructible Marxist-
‘leninist party of the proletariat., All that our Motherland is now
sustly proud of apd all our achievements that are recoguized not only - -
. by our friends but also by our opponents have been Cotaired by the So- °

viet ‘people under-the guidauce of lenin's Communist Perty, which fol-
lows faithfully the doctrine of Marx apd Lemdn, ., ° ' 7
. ;T4 was pot-an easy -job. for lenin and his comrades ~in-arus to

create our mighty Commmnist Partye Tt grew and gathered streagth in
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the process of the class struggle inside the country and of the coubai
raged against foreign interventionists, Mensheviks, soclalist revolu~
tionaries, and inter-party oppositions.. Trotskyism, Zinov'yevshchina,
2yatakovs, Bukharinites, and other movements represent pits and bumps
and stumps and roots stending on the way to our glorious Commmnist
Party of Lenin,. .

Qur party hds overcome all the obstacles, eradicated the rotted

roots of every oppositicn, ard emerged from these trials strong ‘and

united as a monolith, It succeeded because it was founded and develope.

by lenin and armed with Marxism-Leninism, '

Lenin deeply believed in ‘the constructive force of a liberated
people, When the Soviet power gained victory and Ienin headed the fiys™
Soviet government, our mother country was subjected for several years
to invasions of the imperialist interventionists and an’ internal bitter
and merciless counterrevolution, which brought ‘terrible destruction to "
che country and killed millfons of our’people,’ Towns and villages, = *°
factories end plants, mines and rallroads, were lald in riins, - Lenin .~
and the Communist Party, created and cemented by his genius, as well:
as the heroic Soviet. people, did not shirk in ‘the face of unprecedented =
difficilties and privations, but worked bravely® to ‘overcome them, . *: -
Lepin advanced cur mother country with assurance along “the -unkrown TRl
peth of building a new socialist life, . == Sl

~ Lenin elaboratec “ne principles of the interral and extermal
policles of the Scviet rtate, the vitality of which hag'been fully .« "
sonfiriied by “the sibsequent developuent of the Soviet Union. He = i
thoroughly explored the ways fu~ building socialisin in our couatry = " ' .
and substantiated the necessity of industrializing the country end of - = .
cooperativizing agriculture, =~ UuY o room T et

This, Lenin's legacy, has been fulfilled. 'The Soviet people ~ -
vave created & highly developed industry, which occupies second place '
in the world in the volume of its gross output. The peasantry has -
long ago implemented Lenin's cooperative plan, The USSR has a'large
mechanized socialist‘agriculture. L A R S L EA RS

‘lenin indicated the way to strengthen ‘the unity, developrent, -
and consolidation of the friendship between the peoples of the USSR." -
Now the unity and solidarity of the Soviet people arcund ‘the Communist =
Party and government, their sincere fraternal frieudship, is'a mag- =~ -
Tenin was a persistent fighter; he taught us to struggle per-
sistently for the éducation of a neéw man and ‘for'developing in ‘people-
their best qualities. - lenin was the gréatest humanist on earth. “AlL"
his works, his. life, end his tireléss sociopolitical activity represent
a wonderful example of selfless service to the people, unselfishness,
industrioushess, modesty, ard love of mankind, 'His will of ‘iron could.
not be broken by imprisonmént, exile, the malicious tricks ‘and intrigues.
of the eneuies of the working class, or by the bullets of the counter-
revolution. FL D S AT e B AT e il L




‘Lenin -caught us to conduct a policy of peace and the develop-
xert of friendly reletiocns with all the peoples of the worldn_ At ke
beginning of the Soviet rule our stute made an apnouncement. of the
policy of peace in the Dezree cn Peace of Ve I, lenin, From that time
our state has consistently advocated peace in the whole ‘world and bhas
fougut for the prevention of wars and the peac.eful coexiatenc.e of
states with different sociopolitical systems.,. We aiways remember
Lepin's remarkable words: "Our policy of peace is approved by the na-
jority -of’ people in the world" (Soch, _[_COllected Works] Vol. 30, o
page - 365)- S ;

Following the stepa of the great Ienin 3 “the Soviet people are
now successf‘ully building communism, i.e., & society in which each
man works: according to his abilivy and receives necessu:ies of 1ife -
according to his neeis., We aim at improving with each year the l:Lfe
of the Soviet people. .It will not be long before we shall have in

the Soviet Union the highest level as regards the well-being ‘of the
workers and the shortest working day. Cur pecple will attain that -
without fail as they adhere to lenin‘s ‘doctrine, .

:Lenin's way represents a highwey to tae nappiness of manikind; -
it liberates fiom every tyve of oppression, poverty. and ignorance, o
it excludes wars trom the life of society end secures eternal peace .
and friendship between peoples. For this Treason Lenin s name has be-
come & symbol of the new world, near and dear to all the people of
the globea b s

Ve students oi‘ the great Ienm remember wita epecial pride the o
days when we conducted the revolutionary struggle under the guidance
of lLenin; wunder his banper, armed with bis immortal teachinga. L

---lenin's life and activity were so. diverse and. full of Amportani .
even...s that not only the present young generation but also we repre- .
sertatives ‘of the older generation find it ditficult to recreats com-
pletely the figure of Lenin. .And yet we repeatedly met V. I. Lenin
and worked directly under him, ., . '

‘Mach has already been written abou‘b I.enin 1, but one could con~- .
-b.;nue to write whole yolumes aboul his life. ‘I should like %o speuk
in this article about lenin's unswerving conviction regaroing the
sriumch cf Marxism end.the noble ideals of. comnism, about his deep '
Paith in ‘people, his pranciples, his. irreconcil;ab:.l..uy towara the '
enemies of ‘l:h=a working claes. , .

ADHERENCE TO. MARXISM

V. I. I.enin knew well the worke of lvhrx and Engels ; he a.Lways '
consulted them and firmiy believed in. 'ohe rightnese of the Marxiat o
doctrine,. . Vladimir Il'ich stressed: that Mar:g's teaching is omnipotent
vecause it is right. He wrote with g,reat iove, abou'b Marx and Eagels
and defended Marxism from enemy attacks. in onme of his letters'to
Iness Armand, lenin seid: "I was rereading Engela’ 'Zur Wohnungsfrage'

-3~



(*On the Problem of Housing' == K. V.) with the introcduction of 1887.
Do you know-it? - It is wonderfull' I am etill in love with Marx end
Engels and cannot stand any slanders against them. No, these are real
people! We must learn from them. We must not ‘leave this' ground.  So-
cial chauvinists and Keubtsky's followers have already left this ground”
(Ibido‘ VOlc 35:' pag'e_ 225)._‘,:’ .: . AN AP o o .
Bookish and abstract perception of Marxist ‘theory was forelgn tc =
Lenin, He 1liked to admonish frequently that Merxism was not & dead -
dogma but a living guide for action.  Lenin saw in Marxism a mighty . & .
weapon for the revolutiopary transformation of society; the deliverence -
of the workers from economic, political, end ‘spiritual oppression; and
the building of socialism and communisme -7 v o T LL T
~ As ‘far back as 180k, Lenin wrote in one of his first warks'cn
Marxism: “The overwhelming megnetic force which draws to this theory -
the socialists of all countries can be traced %o the fact that it com-
bines a strict and superior scientific character (being the last word -
of social science) with & revolutionary character, It is pot an accl- ..
dental combination, but results not ‘only from the fact that the founder -
of the doctrine personally combined-in himself sclentist ‘and ‘revolu-
tionary, but also from the inherent and ‘indissoluble combination . in the : .
theory itselr" (Ibid., Vol. 1, page 308), - - . . o oo il
These words should be fully applicable to Lenin himself and ‘to
nis immortal teachings. -- - = oo vt
Comprehending Marxism perfectly, V. I. Lenin with exceptional
depth decided intricate theoretical problems, studying from every anglc
the socioeccnomical ard polit.cal structure of prerevolutionary Russia ' .
and the conditicns of different cladses, arming the party and the work- "
ing class with a clear and logical ‘theory of ihe révolutionary trans-
formation of the country. I ST pomny
He knew well that the historic development of Russia and of .=~ -
other countries constantly posed new problems before Marxist ‘science = i
and demanded their correct interpretetion. All his:works represent - .-
vivid examples of a masterly application of Marxism in the revoluticnai;
struggle and a further development of Merx's theory, It suffices.to - =
remind the reader that it was Lenin-who was the first to analyze pro-
foundly the highest and ‘last phase of cepitalism -- imperislism’-. anc
to create a new theory for proleterian revolution corresponding to. that
ert. s e R IR -

Adherence to Marxism, irreconcilisbility toward opportunists

and revisionists, a creative approach to the revolutionary theory, its

development and improvement, based on pew menifestations of the life

and experience of the revolutionary struggle of the npasses, and the

union of theory and practice -- these are to the everlasting-credit of

the Bolsheviks. Thus we ‘remember Lenin, and in this way he educated -

cur party, the party of creative Marxism-Leninism, . - A
Lenin was the coryphee of science, but never a bureaucratic sci-

entist detached from practical and revolutionery struggle. We know . .

- -




what an inexhaustible weelith of idees is contained in Lenin's book
Jogudarstvo i revolutsiya [The State and Revolution n/, although the . .
~evolutionary’ events of Rissia 'in 1917 prevented Lenin from completing -
1is book. . He .took over the helm of the revoJ.ut:l.on.. Later ‘or he noted
shat "it is. more agreeable and .useful: to. E_ractice “the lexperience of
revolution® than to describe it“ (boch. L(‘ollected Works Vol, 25,
Dage )‘"62)0 ’ i

“Lenin constantly carried to the ma.sses the unfading light of L
sociallst ideas, politically enlightening the working classes and the .

workers in general, teaching them how to struggle for.social llbera-

+ione. Ienin ‘and the Bolshevist Party he created perfarmed ‘the great -
service of uniting scientific socialism with the workers® movement. = .

Vladimir Ilt'ich was happy and proud thet in the Russian workers there_

grew a Passionate desire for knowledge and socialism, and that con=-
scious social democrate were developing <=~ brave f:.ghters forr the cause .
of the working class «- in spite of stupef‘ying hard .'Labor, lack of | - . .
rights, and police ‘arbitrariness. = - o
.I-am happy that I could join the way of a proletarian revolu- -
tionary dlready in my: youth and unite .my fate with the party of the
great :Lenin, The words of Ienin » his thoughts and ideas, illuminated
our struggle against the exploiters and taught us how to 11ve and
fights . ,
My prerevolutionary work in the period before the October
Revolution was carried out in an 1mportant 1ndu..tr*al cen“cer of the
sounsry -- the Donets coal fields. As far back as the end of the lash oy
century I took part in an underground social democratic c:lrole at the
Dyumo™ Plant in Alchevsk. In 1903 I joined the party organization .
of the Gartman Steam-Engine Flant in Iugansk, where I formahzea my
admittance to the -RSDRP Lﬂossiyskaya sotsial-demokraticheskay rabochaye
oartiya ~- Russian Social Democratic Workers' Pertﬂ and worked as &
3olshevike . -
Together with the other Bolsheviks ana preletarians of wgansx
L bad to.go through a severe school, In comparison with the struggle
of the whole working class in Russia, the life and struggle of ‘he a
Iugansk workers was of course just a drop in the sea of sorrow and
wrath of the people. :However, these drops. collected into a.sea in
the storming waves of wh:l.ch the Tsarist regime and Russian capitali sm .
finally drowned. . . -
As is genera.uly lmown, I.ugansk became the fortress of. Bm.shr:viw :
as far-back as 1905+ The lugansk party organization isolated compa.etelw;
the Mensheviks and unsnimously led the workers' movement there. =~ . -
Together with the working classes of other Russian towns, the
Iugansk proletarlans actively participated 1n the first Russian revolu~
tione. Ve I. Lenin called this revolution a general rehearsal without
~thich the vietory of 1917 would bave been impossible, . Now when I ve-
call once more the events of the 1905-1907 revolution, T am more and
more convinced of the wisdom of Lenint's words defining so clearly and
~yactly toe chepact-r ax? sisuificounr of thuse cloriovs | Lart.
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As & revolutionary leader of the working class lenin saw in the
Zirst Russian revolution a school for teaching the ‘broad masses of the .~
people to fight, en opportunity for organizing and training them po<: '
iiticelly and for esteblishing revoluticnaery cadres. We know how. 't
forcibly Lenin unveiled the lies of ‘the reactionary bourgecis press, ”
which proclaimed that the revolutionary revolt ‘of the masses would ...
lead to destruction and chaos. lenin wrote that the experience of = - - <
revolution in Russia and the other countries clearly ‘did away with the
inventions of the enemies of the working clesse V. I. Ienin noted toat-
never befare in a sdciety divided imto hostile:classes Lad the working
class had thé opportunity to‘learn sbout'politics on such & wide. scale
and to develop its meny-sided initiative as during ‘the years of the . -
reVOl“tiQn._: . T : ’ BERE .';(;:;:.,:. R L E L S SEL UL DR I

" In our own experience we wefe becoming convinced that Lenin's..

words were ‘trie. ~In the mortal strugglé against:the ‘oldand rotten
Tearist regime, which was hanging’ like & gtone arcund the people's .. ¢
neck, the workers of our country took a big ‘gtep forward in’the years
1905-1907 in creating the revolution and in organizidg ‘their forces.
In the fire of revolution were bornthé soviets -~ the source of the:
rule of the workers; fighting squads of workers were created; the first .
trade-unions appesred, as well as various voluntary ‘societies of work- -
ers and employees, For the first time in Russia a legal newspaper of -
the working class was prblished. Finally, during the period of open
revolutionary clashes a party apparatus was formed that was capable oI
iirecting all the revolutionary organizations toward one purposes Als
these forms of organization of the yevolutionary masses developed stlil
aore dn 1917, - T o0 e e R R O T

During the stormy years of the first Russian revolution Iwas -+ -
fortunate to see Lénin on severdl occasions, hear his speeches, and ... =
participate in the work of the party cobgresses, I met Lenin for the
first time in April 1906 in St, Petersburg in the quarters of the Bol-
shevik newspaper Vpered [Forward/, ‘At that time Lenin had a conversa-
tion with us -- a group of Bolsheviks, delegates to the Fourth Congress
of the RSDRP, This meeting and his conversation will remain with me. ..
forever" - . o . i AR S N R S S K Ry
' As I have already mentioned,-this was my first wisit to the
capitel from Iugensk. Not without difficulty I found ‘the “publishing -
office of the newspaper, contacted the person I needed to see, . and was
told that I had come too early. ~Although some-of the delegates had
already arrived, many were stillabsebt, ' In"the office I was met by
Nadezhda Konstantinovna, who questiohed me with speclal gentleness and - .
kindness about the organization, the workers, and their sentiments.
She wrote everything down in a tiny nctebook and warned me t0 be very
careful: "There are thousands &nd thousands of sleuths in St, Peters-- -
burg." I learned that in a few days lenin would meet with the dele- -

gates to the congress, who were already there. ' .
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L was led. through passages and corridors to a small apartment
n the second or third floor (I cannot remember exactly), wher2 I
entered a tiny room, -Ten or 12 people were assembled in the room.
+he meeting had started and we were late, One of ‘the delegates took
whe floor,. The question concerned the: -sentiments of the working
classes .as .regards the elections to the First Duma.  The speaker -
stared: fixedly at one of the comrades who .wag si’cting next to someon2
2lse and who, from time to time, focused ‘his eyes in a special way,
glancing ‘at: the spéaker or at some other person in the room, .

“This .must be Lenin, I thought,. . For some reason I fel that 1
had already recognizeéd him and knew bim, I began to study his face,
figure, and movements. I wanted to dmprint in my mind quickly and
well all:that pértained to the person who was so much in my thoughts
and whom I wished to meet so much. At the same time, I knew I would .
have o0 ‘describe:our lenin to his proletarian brothers upon my return.

50 Iugansk, I knew that they would,wapt me to tell everything in de-
tail and that I would ‘have to repeat the description several tiues at
the meetings and at the 'plant during the break. - -

Finelly my turn came 40 speak. - lenin looked at me. WX remember
his kind smile. Encouraged and calmed, I. brlefly reported on the or-
ganizations, the mocds of the workers s the: elections O~ the Duma, and
other matters,.: = . :

The reporis. came to.an end. lenin briei‘ly stated the general
situation and turned to discussions with the delegates. The meetiug |
Hore sn unofficial preliminary character. ’ It was aecessary for Lenin )
orientation and for other tactical and.: strategical purposes., .

lenin joked much in the conversations, and between jokes posed -

a pumber of unexpected questions to cme or ancther. person,: He literall:
was interested in everything. He listened with equal mterest about .
“he elections to theé:Duma, the: intrigues of the Mensheviks, abo:t the
cadets), our fighting squads; their vraining and: equ:ipment the COSS&ukb
of the stanhitsas in:the vicinity of Iugansk, the peasants who took awey
land from the laendowners, and 80.0n.:

.+ I remenber as. If it yere. yesterday wit Iy what :i.nspiratlon Leuin
;joined in the one or the other conversation , which answered his thov%
and confirmed’ his assumptions. Twice lenin's approving remarks were
directed: toward me, . This gave me & gincere pleasure apd made me feel .
bigger in my owh eyes, more important and more. assured. ot

Just before leaving,’ lenin spoke gbout the congress and our s
(Bolsbevist) prospects. We all listened. to him, i’eeling such an euor-
mousy mighty, and. titenlic strength in him that none of the magoril_,s
o» machinations of the Mensheviks, about which:we had heard so much frco :
the de’legates, frightened us any longer. Now we were seeing with our
.own eyes and hearing with our own ears: the . man-who was the true builde:..
of ‘the ‘proletarian revoluticnary party, its tireless guardian and lea.m
We felt that our Lenin knew the -precise ways end meuns for defending ‘
the revolution and the revolutionary Social Democratic Party, whica h=d

e oshave In Tirestlog ihe preat 1N ooratlon movems v Do BEtr
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Shortly after, the delegates left for Stockholuw, where the Fourth
Jongress of the party met for more than 2 weeks. ‘In history it is .
known as the Unifying Congress. - It was atiended by Bolsheviks, Men- - -
sheviks, and representatives of the national social democratic parties
(Poles, letts, Ukrainians, and ‘Bundists). -4s is generally known, this ..
union proved to be merely formsl, The Bolsheviks never ceased in ibheir . .
ideological and political struggle with the Mensheviks, who remained . -
violent and irreconcilable'?‘-a‘dvocatésr”‘Of'bring‘ing the proletariat under -
the influence of the bourgeois policy; 1.e., double ~dyed opportiunists. :

‘The situation in the country was difficult at that time, The
vrising in Moscow in December was suppressed. The individual uprisings
of the workers in other towns of Russia were also ‘without success. The -
counterrevolution raised its head s New persecutions:of Bolsheviks ‘and .
revolutionary workers -began. - The Mensheviks, who had never belleved -
in revolution and in the creative force of the ‘working:class and the. :
peasantry, seeded panic-and depression,.::They said:. - "We should.not.
have taken up arms,” The Mensheviks adbered to the line of folding -
up the revolution, asking for the stpport ‘of the Cadet Duma; and, in. . ..
essence,  calling upon the workers to bow to their. class enemiés and

- capitulate to ‘the liberal bourgeoisie, - S e BT

You ‘should ‘have seen Lenin at.the Stockholm Congress} He de- |
fended the revolutionary tactics of the Bolsheviks and exposed the
Mensheviks with his inhevent passion and energy. And-although ihe
Mensheviks (or "Medis,” as we called them then) were for-several . =~ ..

- ~easons in thé majérity at the Congress and succeeded in implementing -

" . their opportunist resolutions on some questions, their leaders were -

Zar from being victoriouss .o oo
It is interesting to note that Lenin was irreconcilable in his ..~
gpeeches: be firmly and sharply criticized the Menshevik speakers,. -. -
Menshevism itself, and opportunism as a whole. In spite.of this;, -~ =
Lenin's speeches weire recéived with great attention by all (including: - -
the Mensheviks). It was as if lenin actually cast e spell on'his:. .. " .
listeners in speaking on one or another principal question, His argu-: .
ments and logic were irresistible and literally captivated-his listen:
ers. S A N IO S T LI S S S P RIS PERP o
When Lenin endéd his speeches, the Mensheviks sprang to life anc
made a commotion, Jumping from their seats and . nervously interrupting. -
one another, They were powerless to oppose. Lenin's revolutionary prin-
ciples and his clear and precise line of thoughte .- =0 .0 o 7o
In criticizing his opponents Lenin never insulted the person but ;

always attempted to explain the error'and harm of the ideological posi-.
tion taken and where the Mensheviks had gome wronge . .° 7 o T 0

“lenin's loyalty to principle -and irreconciliability toward all. .. .
deviations from revolutionary ‘Marxism, his deep faith in the victory of- .
the cause’ of the working class, and his rocklike Bolshevist line served
as an example and a great school to'us young workers ‘of the pariy. . = -




At the Fourth Congress of the Party, I had the occasion to meet
many Bo.sheViks for the first time ~- Vorovskiy, Dzerzhinskiy, Kalinin,
Lunacharsikiy, Skvortsov-Stepanov, Stalin, Frunze, Shaumyan, Yaroslav- :
skiy, and others. 'The Bolshevik delegates frequently met together be- -
tween ‘the x_neetlngs and held animated conversations in some restaurant
at dinner or supper. Lenin was always the center of our nolsy company.
He listened to the opinions of his comra.des ’ pat:.ently exx:laineo. d:.ffr-
cult problems ’ 'and ‘gave wise advice, '

One year later I met Lenin ‘again at the Fifth Congress of che
RSDRP in ‘the spring:of 1907. The revolution in Russia was in-transi-
+ion; the workers retreated in battle with a view to preserving the
organized forces and revolutionary traditions and with a strong be- -
lief in the coming victory. As Lenin’'had observed, the rising.of the
strike movement in the spring of 1906 and 1907 signified a "suspension -
of the retreat and an attempt of the retreaters to counterattack"
{Soch, ‘/Collected Works/, Vol. 16, page 378). But on the vhole, the
revo.:.ution wag clearly losing. :

e delegates bad to move about a great deal before the congress
opened. At first it was. proposed to convene in Copenhagen, but to
please the Russian autocracy ‘the Danish government refused to glve per-
mission to the congress 1o meet on its territory. ‘It wes necessary to
£ind quickly an asylum for our meeting. - Once rore we had to pass
through many trials of moving about.  We were not at all inclined to-
ward tourism; we had no money or- means for this luxury. - - The situaiion
salled for a hasty meeting of the congress t0 sum up the results of
the revolution and to determine tactics for ithe party under the new
aistoric conditions. Important and. responsible work with the masses
awazted ue in Russia.

" Finally, on 30 April (old style) 1907 the Congress convened 1n
*“he outskirts of Leiidon in a Reformation’ church, -

In evaluating the results of the revolutionary struggle of
19C5 -190? ‘of the Russian proletariat, Ve I. lenin wrote ibat. "the de-
felopment of the revolution brought '8 ¢complete victory for Bolshevisnm"
(Tvids, Vol, 12, page '151). This was clearly reflected in the work of
the Fifth Congress of the RSDRP (London), -The Bolsheviks and the .
Polish and Iettish social democrats (who supported the Bolsheviks on
several occasions) weré ‘in the majority.' lenin was the soul and the .
brain o‘f the’ congress. He read’ the pr:.nclpal reports and prepared the
pPlans for the resolutions.

The ‘most important q_uestion 3 wh:l.ch wasg sharply debated ‘at the
Congress, concerned the position to be taken as regards non-proleteriar
parties, ~The’ Mensheviks fought openly for bringing the policy of the -
social democrats into line with that ‘of the liberal bourgeoisie, ~In
summing up ‘the results of the congress; Lenin said: "An agreement be-
tween :the policy of social démocrats and the liberal bourgeoisie 1s
the 1ast word of Menshevism" (Ihid., Vol. 12, page tha). :

-‘9.‘-




The congress adopted the Bolshevist resolution evaluating the
aon-proletarian parties from the point of view of Marxism-Leniniem and
clearly laying down the tactics to follow in regard to them, .

This impértant question was violently debated: the Mensheviks,
Bundists, and Trotskyites mede more than 70 attempis against the resolu-.
tion, trying to castrate its revolutionary content, But their attempis
met with failure. The proposal of the Mensheviks to assenble a 80~
called “orkers! Congress" with the participation of the social demo-
crats, socialist revolutionaries, and aparchists also failed. Thus,
there was a collapse of the: Mensheviks t policy of the liquidation of .
the RSDRP and of its replacement with an 11l-asgorted orgenization with-
out any plan., The congress condemned.the slogan of the Mensheviks for
assembling & "Workers' Congress." . . .. - . . ..o

Ienin and the Bolsbeviks under his leadership had won a victory
over the opportunists and on the question of trade unions. The congres:
adopted a decision on the ideological guidance of trade unions by the .
party and on their organizational comnection with the party, rejecting
the proposal of the Mensheviks regarding the .Aneutrality‘ of trade unions.

We summed up the results of the congress with great joy, noting

that there was a complete victory. for the Lenin and Bolshevik line at
the Fifth Congress of the RSDRP, . . L e DT
- Shortly after, on 3 June 1907, the Tsarist government dismissel

the Second Dume and arcsted the social democratic faction of €5 depu-
ties. A reactionary movement set in in. the country. ' '

Having suppressed the first Russian revolution, the Tsarist o
rulers carried out savage reprisals sgainst. the revolutionary wvorkers = .
and peasants. Courts-martial raged for several years. Thousands oi o
Bolsheviks were shot and hanged; thousands of our comrades were exilel
£o Siberia and to the morth of the. country. -The Iugensk party organize-
tion also suffered heavy losses. Thanks to the “"mercy” of our auto~

cratic government, from July 1907, I spent .6 years in prison and exile.,

' But no persecutions could break the iron will of the BolsheViks, .
led by the great Lenin, In the darkest period of reaction Lenin wrote .

with unusual depth that the Russian proletariat by its heroic struggle
over a period-of 3 years (1905-1907) "had won for ivself and the Rus-.
sian people that which other people took decades to achleve. It 1ib-

erated the working class from the influence of treacherous &nd scorn-

fully weak liberalism, It gaired hegemony in the fight for freedom .

and democracy as & requisite for the struggle for socialism, It
gained the ability to conduct the revolutionary mess struggle for all .
the oppressed and exploited masses of Russia; without. this no serious
progress can be achieved by mankind in any part of the world. o

- "These conquests will not be taken away from the Russian prole-
tariat by eny reactiorery movement, batred, slander, or melice on the
part of the liberals or by any hesitatiom, shortsightedness, ‘or lack

of faith on the part of the socialist opportunists” (Ipid., Vol. 16,

page 356).
Furtaer everts proved thet Lemin was absolutely nighit.
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GREAT SERATEGIST OF 'I‘HE PROIETARIAN MOVEMENT

V R I. lenin had an: exceptional gift of scientific foresight,
remarkeble ability of looking far into the future and of distinguish-
ing its contours. lenin's ingenious insight manifested itself particu-
larly cléarly at the c¢rucial points of:history, during the days of the
revolutionary storme He virtually sensed the possible changes in the
structure of the ¢lass forces and in the behavior of -the different
parties and their leaders, and-divined with remarkable insight the
further course of events, This made it possible to orientate without :
arror in different situations, , &hd t6 plan correct ideological,- poli’c.‘.- .
cal, organizaticnal, ‘and practical ‘lines for the future,

I met Lenin many times’ during the unforgettable year of 1917 »
heard his reports and speeches; and. felt directly his wise leadership.

During the ‘period: preceding the February revolution I worked . : -
underground in Petrograd. 'My legal "roof" was provided by the Surgayio
workshops,* which were f£illing many militery orders for the front.. In
splte”of thé fact that the police- searched oy quﬁ.rters on two occasionc
(w:.’chout finding anything), I remainéd’at liberty. .

At that time the Petrograd organization of’ Bolsheviks was smal“
Many ‘leaders were not’ yet back from prison or exile, others were abroad,
But in splte of the small cadres of the 'party, the great difficulties .
antailed in underground activity, and’ fbhe wartime conditions. the Bol- -
sheviks continued to work tireléssly among the messes, preparing them
for a new revolution, The fact that a revolution was approaching be~ | -
came more and more evident and clear. - -

'I.‘sarist Rusgia entered the” First World War poorly prepared; at
“hat time it had ‘already been going ¢n' for more than 2 years. Russiau .
troops suffered heavy losses. Industry end agriculture were neglected.-
Zconomic chaos increased; Merchandise' rapidly increased in: price and
shortages in food products were ‘felt: more and. more sharply.. Th’e life
of the workers became increasingly more difficult, ' AN

It is only natural ‘that under these conditions the chauv:mist
intoxication, 5 which at the’ ‘beginning of the war had gripped broad
masses ‘of the people, would start to wear off,  With each day the
revolutionary movement grew stronger and more acute. ' It spread not -
only behind the 1ines but to the troops at the front. The country
was clearly heading for new revolutionary battles to. deliver the work-
ing class ‘and the Russien peoples - ,

Ienin believed in the victory of the coming revolution and pre~--
pared for ite “He ‘could clearly see that the First World War wes an all
powerful - "repeater” ¢f histcry, accelerating the ripening of tne revo-
lution in Russia and in variocus European cities. - :

In the historic days of February 1917, the proleta.riat and the .
*evolutlonary forces of the army openly demonstrated against the Tsarirct
autocracy in Petrograd, Moscow, and other cities, The autocracy was
overthrown, The second bourgeois democratic revolution 1n Russia
triomphed litirally in a few days. L . ;
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Lenin was languishing in forced exile, separated from Rugsia by
the fronts of the imperialist war, In spite of the inconsistent and
contradictory telegrams from Russie that appeared in the VWestern Euro- .
pesn bourgeois press, Lenin thoroughly analyzed the, character moving & .
the forces and the prospects for the development of -the revolution-in ...
Russia"‘ : . : Cor REECUNTN c IRE Lo R R

At the height of the revolutiovary events in Russia, Lenin tele-
graphed on 6 March 1917 to the Bolsheviks returning to Russia: Mour
tactics must be complete distrust -- no support to the nmew govern- . . -

ment ~--' Kerenskiy to be particularly suspected == .arming. the prole-

tariat is the sole guarantee ~- immediate elections to the Petrograd

Duma --.no rapprochement with the other perties” (Ioid., Vol. 23,
page 287)+ .In "Letters from Abroad" Lepin indicated that the revolu-. .
tion itself was not over; but only:its first phase; the workers: must
perform miracles of heroism to overthrow the rule of the bourgeols . ...
landowners and to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat. :
' ' Although certain party leaders, such as Kamenev and others, werc- .
in Russia at that time, they did not understend the essence of the . ..
events and the order of the class forces in. the country, and reverted

to & defensive position, On the other hand, Lenin, living in Switzer-. .

land, saw further than the others.and: understood the .events better,

Hiis first words to-the vorkers of Russis and the Bolshevik Party were . T

"an appeal to pass from - he bourgeols democratic revolution to the so-

The Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers! Deputies was formed in ..
Petrograd immediately after the victory of the February Revolution. ’
I, together with other comrades (Bolsheviks from the capital), was . ..
elected a member of the Petrograd soviet.  We organized our: Bolshevik ...
faction to uphold ‘the policy and: principles of .our party in the soviet...

As is generally known, the majority of seats in.the soviet at .
that time were occupied by Mensheviks and sociallst revolutionaries. -
Because of this there was. a strong conflict from the very beginning
between the Bolsheviks on the one side and the Mensheviks. and socialist.
revolutionaries on the other. -The conflict centered around several = ..
radical problems of the revolution, primarily the problem of war apnd
peace, the attitude toward the Provisicnal Government, the role of the
soviet in the revolution, &nd 80 ONe .. - <5 & o ot oo

However, my stay in Petrograd was not long; in late March the
party sent me back to Luganske - o ooocioin oo T Lt

The February Revolution breathed new life into.the -work of the .

‘Tugansk Bolshevik organization. : It started to grow rapidly, gather .

strength, and absorb the more conscious and politically mature segment . -
of workers and leading representatives of the. intelligentsia. Only
geveral dozen people could be counted in the Iugensk organization of . .
Bolsheviks on the eve of the February Revolution. The organization, ...
as all other organizations of our party, suffered strong repressions .
from the Stolypin reaction, By April ite membership grew to 1,500
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Socn efter, the Trade Union of Metal Workers came into being again;
it had been formed as far back as 1905 and had always been led by the

Bolsheviks,. . ST L o N
_.The Mensheviks and socialist revolutionaries, taking advantage
of the weakened situation of the Bolshevik organization during the ‘war, -
menaged to gain control of thé Soviet of Workers® Deputies and to in-
fluence strongly the mood of thé working messed in the enterprises, = '
which made matters very unpleasant. To liguiddte the dominance of the
Mensheviks and socialist revolutionaries in the soviet and their in-
fluence in the enterprises, had become one of our most important tasks, "
~ In Iugansk I saw many of my old friends who had taken part in
the 1905-1907 revolution. On 17 March, the day. of my arrival'at Lu-
gansk, there was an organizational meeting of the old party men, par- .
ticipants of the underground movement.  On the evening of the same doy,
the first meeting of the party for all the Iugansk Bolsheéviks took =
place; .more than 600 people were present. M, Afonin reported on the'
work of the organization. I spoke about the tasks faced by our Lenin
party in the new revolutionary period. I L
.. I said that our Bolshevik Party and the workers were _:l:mpatiéb'&l;‘f‘
waiting for the return.of our leader Lenin. I also mentioned that an

All-Russia conference of the, party would shortly take place at which | ’°

the program for revolutionary action would be determined. Following
V. I. lenin's instructions stated in his "letters from Abroad," I sail’™ ~
that the Russian proletariat would not stop halfway but would continue -,

further to the victory of the socialist revolution and the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, . ‘he var, which continued after the overthroy
of the autocracy under the landowner and bourgeois regime, vas foreiga -
to and ruinous for our people. The way out of the war could be reachad
only through the victory of the sociallst revolution, . = oo

.The meeting took place in an atmosphere of full agreement.

" Iugansk seethed witn life and vitality in those days, Revolu-
tiopary public debates tock place in the streets of the town. These =~
frequently lasted well into the night. The proletarians vere increas-
ingly imbued with a true revolutionery spirit, which attracted the * -
nasses R
« We made preperations to celebrate the First of May (it was for T
the first time being cbserved by the new calendar, as in Western Burops '
The party organizations in the enterprises were busily studying the
famous April theses of V. I. lenin, which called for'a course of studlinc
in socialist revolution.  We explained the theses to the workers ‘and e
posed the treachery of the. Mensheviks, socialist revolutiomaries, anmd
others. ‘ S o
" The First of Mey came. Thousands of workers were out in the
streets demonstrating their strength and solidarity around ‘the Bolshevil:
Party of Lenin, Our party led demonstrations; the Mensheviks and soclei-
18t revolutionaries kept quiet and did not dare show “themselves to the
nassesd - . e oo T '

R
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 The flag-bearers carried red fligs in fromt of the ranks of
Jorkers; they were followed by armed fighting squads, participapts in
the events of 1905, and the nucleus of the Red Army of Iugansks The
workers 'of the textile mill came next, then the workers of the tube-
rolling mill and those of other enterprises, Slogans were heard fram’
the closed ranks of workers: ‘'Down with the Wari" "No Confidence in
the Provisional Govermment!" “Long Live the Soviet Power!" "Long Live
the Bolshevik Party}" "Loiig Live Lenin; the Leader of the World Pro-'
letariati" ~~ . IR S R

Immediately after the celebrations of the First of May, Iutovin

and I (I was then in charge of the Lugansk Town Committee for the parcy;
were sent to the Seventh (April)’All-Rugsia Conference of the Bolshevil:
I remember well that the delegates to the conference were in an’ -
excited and joyful mood because our great lenin ‘had ‘returned to our -
Motherland. . We, the Lugansk Bolsheviks, had extensively studied his
works and had always followed unquestioningly and fervently all his
directions, . . A e

. The mew encounter with Lenin'at the April conference was par-. ,
ticularly reuerkablé, Together with the other delegates I listened to -
Lenin describe with meximum ¢larity and conviction the plan for' trans- -
forming the bourgeols d=mocratic revolution into the socialist, 'In my
notes on the Apri’ coni vence I recorded the following words of Lenin:
"Proletarian centers’ where ‘intermediate elements-are in the minority
represént a good thing. ' Centers where intermediate centers prevail -
(buresucrats and others) slow down the revolution., Our revolution has
advanced in places by gigantic steps " I was happy to feel that Lugensi:
was among the mumber of proletarian centers’ where the revolution had ad-
vanced by seven-mile stepss . o0 oo o

. .. Lenin completed his report on the current situation by & refer-
ence to the speech of a miner from the Donets coal fields, Ienin had
attended a meeting of the Bolsheviks the day after his arrival at Petvo-
grad, Delegates to the All-Russia Conference of the Soviet of Workers
and Soldiers’ Deputies héd assembled at the meeting., One of the dele- :
gates, an elderly miner, described in detail how the workers had fouge™
against the sabotage 'of the mine ‘owner, preventing the mine from being
£lcoded, established labor inspection, and strived for obtaining &n 8- -
hour working day. Vladimir Il*ich liked his speech very much., He told-
us at the conferemce: , ottt e

. "I will conclude by referring to a speech which has made a great
jupression on me. ~One coal miner, without using eny bookish words, mac:.
a remarkeble speech in which he described how they conducted the revolu-
tion. Whep they took over the mines they bad to guard the cables in
order to assure the continuation of production, Their next problem was
to obtain bread, which was lacking; the miners came to an ggreement on
weys to obtain it. This is a true program for revolution, not read’ou®
of a books It is & true conquest of power on the spot (Toid,, Vol. 2k,
Pae =12,
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. Listening to lenin, we admired his abilily to describe so clearly
and simply the most complicated theoretical questions, translate them. -
into practical language, and indicate exactly what must be done in' one
or another stage of revolution and hows - o S L e

 lenin put before the party the +task of a peaceful transition to' .-
the socialist revolution by carrying out painstaking explanatory work
among the workers; by exposing and isolating the Mensheviks, goclalist °
revolutionaries, end other similar elements; by obtaining a majority ‘v
the Soviet of Workers!, Soldiers®, and Peasants' Deputies and by trans-~
ferring to the soviet the entire rule of the country. -

 The April conference hed great significance, During its session. -
the strategy and tactics for a transition from ‘the bourgeois democratic -
revolution to the socialist were elaborated. It was a turning point ir - .
the rallying of the forces of the Bolshéviksi Many Bolsheviks, after « - -
long years of underground activity,. éxile, emigration, and dissociation; -
had returned at the height of the revolutionary struggle to Petirograd
and other centers of Russia, Some of them were undecided and confused
and irclired to come to an agreement with the small bourgeoisie partiec -
of socialist revolutionaries and Mensheviks; they even weni so far as
to trust the Provisional Government) although mentioning that they pro-'
posed o establish “"control" over the imperiallst government, Co

" "Al11 these hesitations and wrong views cn the development of the
vevolution were examined at the conference and subjected to lenin's .
criticism based on his principles, In’ the decisions of the ‘conference .
‘she chief emphasis was put on explaining to the masses the evil of a
defensive position, i.€., Buppcrting"the war, on the necessity. of iso-
lating the petty-bourgeoisie partiés, and on exposing the bourgeois end -
landowrier pature of the Provisional Government and its reactionmary ~ .. -
policy. The policy of no support to the Provisional Government, su- -
preme power to the soviet, and steering the course toward socialist -
revoliition, ‘which hed already been laid down in the April theses of '
Lenin's appeals, was approved by the conference a5 the gim of the parsy- .

‘The results of the Conference demonstrated that there was a
rellying of the party around Lenin's program of fighting for ‘the victury
of ‘the socialist revolution. 'With clear ‘directions from lenin, ‘the «
paxrty reénewed its work with double energy among the nasses of workers., .

soldiers, and peasanté, as well as in the ‘soviets, the committees of
the enterprises, and other workers® orgabizations. S

‘On returning from the conference to Lugansk, we asseubled a :
party meeting of the people of the town; then other meetings took place .
in the plants to inform the people of the results or the All-Russia

Conference of the party. - S LT :
" In this connection I should like to note on characteristic fea- .
ture of the Lugansk proletariat participation in the revolution. .The -
Bolsheviks and non-party workers were highly organized ‘and a great de-
velopment of democracy was in evidence. All questions of the revolu- .-
tionary struggle; 1life in the city, work in the factories and plants,
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and so on, were discussed at meetings of the party and of the factories,
conferences of the committees at the plants, and in the soviet, In thiz
way all strategy and tactics were planned and carried out with the par-"
ticipation of the workers and other employees of the town, =

- The Bolshevik newspaper Donetskiy proletariy /Domets Proletarian/,
which started to appear on. the first of June, extensively illuminated
the activity of the party organizations and came cut as a collective
agltator and organizer of the masses. . : . S o

The Lugansk Bolsheviks conducted the major tasks of informing .
the nasses, fighting for a majority, and .exposing the agreements be- -
tween the Mensheviks and the socialist revolutionaries and their sup~
port of the reactionary policy of the Provisional Government. At the =
same time, they kept close watch on the development of the revolutionary
events in Petrograd and acted accordingly... .. - S

. -Another difficult period arose in the development of the revolu- ~
tion. The troops of the Provisional Government shot at the workers in
their July demonstrations in Petrograd. The cousterrevolution was on
the offensive again and made attempts to suppress the revolutionary
forces and check the rapid growth of the Bolshevik authority among the
masses, S o S - L P
V. I. Lenin illuminated with an exceptional depth our situation
during that period ir njs remarkable works of July: "Political Situa- _
tion," “Behind the Slogens," end "Lessons of the Revolution.," '~ =~

At the crucial period of the revolution of July 1917, the Bol- = .
ghevik Party called together the Sixth Congress. Iutovinov, Kamenskiy, .
and ‘I were chosen to represent the ILugansk party organization at the . =
congress, When we came to Petrograd we could see that the situation =~
in the capital was very difficult. Some of our leaders had been ar-.
resteds V. I. Lepin was in hiding.  We learned with regret that he
could not personally participate in the congress, In fact, our party -
had passed to a semi-legal position. . .

The situation in Petrograd was uneasy, Everywhere sleuths
hounded the active members of our party. : Because of this we had to -
shange our places of work several times during the session of the con-
gress.  But our chief worry was the future development of the revolu-
tionary struggle. The Mensheviks and socialist revolutionaries openly
perticipated in the Provisional Government; they passed from talks on
democracy and freedom to participation in reprisals against the revo-
lutionary workers, soldiers, and peasants and persecution of the Bol-

The period of dual power came to an end, and with it prospects .
for a peaceful victary of the socialigt .revolutlon by obtaining a ma~
jority in the soviets. The soviets ruled by the Mensheviks and soclal-
ist revolutionaries became 2 simple appendage of the cownterrevolu-
tionary- Provisional Govermmente . .. - . ...

" Discussing the political situation of the country, the comgress
ceme to the conclusion that under these conditionms the slogan of
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"supreme power to the soviets” should be temporarily suspended and that

the work load of the perty should be cen‘cralized directly in the p'lanfs

and their ‘committeess . . |

+-The -congress -noted that the ranks of the Bolshev:.k Par‘by had
e;reatly increesed and -that its authority emong the ‘masses was widely
apreading. = The partcy had almost tripled - the number of . its, ‘menbers |

since the April conference: from 80,000 members it went up to 2&0,000.
The Bolsheviks had & decisive - influeqce in the key enterprises of ‘Petro-
grad, Moscow, Ivanovo-Voznesensk, and ithe Donets Basin, ‘their position

in the .ermy-and navy became stronger.

.The delegates of different areas Mspoke on mcreasing the revolxt- e

tionary consciousness of the messes; they indicated that d:}.scontent
was growing among the workers; soldiers, and. peasants in connection.
with the .treacherous policy of the Mensheviks and- soc:ualist revolu=
tionaries, In the course of the struggle for freedom the masses saw

for themselves that the Bolsheviks were the only ones who spoke. faith-

fully-and consecutively for Lhe:.r wtereats ’ that they were the true
revolutionaries. . -
AYthough :ln hiding from the sleuths of the Provisional Govern- ,

xment, Lenin directed the congress and wae its inspiring leader. Lenir\,jf'."
Jrote. many articles during that period, analyzing in detail the situa-

tion in-our country and elaboraeting a new. line for the’ party in the

=evolution == preparing for an armed .conflict,.. I. Ve Stalin descrlbgo
at the congresa the substance, of- Lenin's directiona. "'.‘Lhe peacefu.L S

-tage of the revolution is over,. the .order, o:t‘ the day is the ba.yonet.
: 'The problems put forwarc during. the .course of the revolution

were discussed and successfully solved at the congress. The. party coa-; o
centrated on strengthening the union of. . the working class and the peas~ -
antry and on increasing the revolutiona.yy struggle of the arnry. It was,f

Aecided to develop. further the tre.de ~union, movement under the’ pe»ty's .

J.n the revolution. :The decis:l.on to create a revolutionary union of
vouth was adopted.
Co returning .to Imgansk, we; repou:'ted on the dec:Lsions of the cor.

gress. at’ the party meetlings and appealed to. the. workere to be vigllant

and increase thei:c activity in training our detachmen‘bs for the Red
ArnW'o

In. the f:Lrat half of August, there were re-elections of workers'ﬂ]“_“

deputies to the Lugensk soviet. They indicated that our political wal .
with the masses:had ylelded valuable results: the Bolsheviks had & 95

percent majority. - I was: elected chairman of the Lugabsk sov:.et.._ S
+On 17 August 1917 we published in. the newspaper Rabechiy put'

Llabor 's Way/ a letter prepared by the lugansk party commiftee of the

Central Committee of the RSDRP (Bolsheviks) in which we reported that
all the organizations of the town were in owr hande s the mayor, mem-

bers of the municipal administration, the.chairmen of the ‘town Duma, o

the soviet of depubies, trade unions, the: newspapers.

W
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L 'The heroic struggle of the Bolsheviks'led by ‘Lenin for the vic-
tory of the socialist revolution was crowned with brilliant successs:. i ...
The workers and peasants ‘accomplished the Oreéat October Socialist. Revo-
Lution under the leadership of the BOlsheviks; they annihilated forever .
the power of landowners and capitalists in our country and paved .the wey -
to a_o‘cia;lism fqtr'all mank:lnd. HEE L T S S

~ "I remenber that when the telegran announcing the victory .of the . -
armed révolt in Petrograd wes received, I, as chalrman of the lugansk .. -
municipal soviet, called together a plenary meeting and gave the joyful -
news, “The communication was received solemmly, with rapt attention,
Since our “town was entirely ip the ‘hands ‘of the Bolsheviks, the execu-- .-
tive committeé was snowed under with business tasks: ‘it had to deécide .

on measiires to be taken for strergthening defense and aleriness, or- . .~

ganizing the bank, court of justice, telegraph bureau, etc. .

" On “top ‘of this the lugansk party organization was actively pre« . -
paring ‘for the elections to the Cofidtituent Assembly. .About: 80 percent.
of all the votes in our elective district went to the Bolshevikse . .-
Lutovinov and T weré elected deputies, apd in November we left for .

In Petrograd,’ the town of ‘thevictorious socialist revolution, - -
the working class applied its’ energy with extraordinary force. The .~ i
Soviet Governmént -led oy Lenifi‘was taking the megsures pecessary for ... -
creating the apparatus-Of thé new govevhment. ~ ot L L.

*"In November 19171 was naiied ‘Commissax of *'bhe‘”'citfy. o:L’ Petrograu

In those days we had to "learn how to adminlster a country, lears ‘that
which Until now was' the ménopoly of the'bourgeois class" (Ibid., Vols
26, page 307)s We Bad to-work under conditions of destruction, famine,:
lack of fuel; and the sabotage of "61d bureaucrats, : Our task was to. . .~
strengthen the revolutionary order in”the capital and create en apra-
ratus for administrating the intricate dconomy of the city. ‘We fought' .
against sabotage, mobilizing the“bourgeois and bureaucrats for cleaning -
" The All-Russian Extracrdinery Cemmission for Combating Sabotage
and Counterrevolution was created shortly after, F. E. Dzerzhinskiy, -
old experienced Leninist Bolshevik and a men-of strong will and noble
heart, directed the commission. A% his proposal I joined the commis-
sion, Guided by V. I. lenin's directions, the contiission was merciiess
to the -enemies of the revolution, - At the pame time, however, each case ..
was studied carefully aud objectively in the attempt to: avoid mistakez.
taking into consideration that errors would lead to unnhecessary sacri-~--
fice and bloodshed. The commission continucusly leaned on the party '
orgenizations apd maintained close comtact With workers? ‘groups and - .
detachments of the Red Army. B L A T A L I
“In the ‘Tirst few months of the Soviet rule, I saw ZLenin often ,
and could observe his broed and diverse party and government activitys -
Before October we knew Lenirn as’the founder and leader of the Bol-
shevist Party, genial theoretician of Marxism, and great strategist
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of the proletarian revolution. After the establishment of the Soviet
power, Lenin's govermment activity developed extremely widely., He
combined political wisdom and enormous capacity for work with a deep
knowledge of the people!s life and close ties with the workers, peas-
ants, intelligentsia, and Red Army soldiers. . = ... SN

My work in Petrograd was interrupted soon after the October .
victory. The events at the front had created & stormy atmosphere,

In February 1918, Germany interrupted negotiations for peace with the .
Soviet Government, bréached the armistice agreement reached earller, -
and renewed her attack. She hoped to overthrow the Soviet power and - .
transform our country into her colomy. The German troops were advanc- -
ing particularly fast in the Ukraine, =~ . -~~~ "~

" I left for the Donets Basin at that time to start my military
activity. I took part in the Civil War and in the defense against the
invasion of the interventionists and the White Army. But this im-
portant subject needs to be illuminated in a special article, which I
hope to write later, ‘

Here I shall note only that the most cruciel period in the life
of the young republic of the soviets had come, The workers had put ali
their effort into the struggle for more than 3 years; they performed
miracles of heroism eand self-denial, withstood extreme hardship and
privation, famine, and Aestruction, finally gaining full victory over
the enemy armies. V. I. Lenin and the Communist Party led the defense
of our Motherland during these stormy years with the same wisdom and
insight as they led the whole revolutionary struggle of workers and
peasants of our country. '

Ending the Civil War triumphantly, the Soviet people returned to
peaceful labor, restoring the national economy and implementing Lenin‘s
plan for the building of socialism in the USSR.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party, the heroic Soviet
people carried out lLenin's directives, transforming our country into
one of the greatest powers of the world.

The socialist regime has lifted up millions and millions of
people to active creative activity. As a result, from the lowest renk:
of the population our country has produced and continues to produce
statesmen, economists, talented organizers of industry, scientists,
writers, and other cultural forces, masters of their trade, All the
Soviet people constantly strive that our Motherland may become richer
and mightier and our people more prosperous and culiured and happy.

The Soviet Union is & country of high, truly human culture and of lead-
ing science.
‘ Guided by the Leninist Central Committee of the Party (headed
by N. S. Knrushchev), our people are successfully implementing the
great tasks of building communism. The policy of the Commmist Party
has the unlimited trust of all the Soviet people, Our party, strong
in its monolithic unity, is leading the Soviet people to commnism
under Lenin's banner,
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. Occupled with peaceful creative work, the Soviet people desire .
to live in peace and friendship with all the peoples of the world..
The Soviet Government, cansc¢ious of the Soviet. people's desire, is
fighting relentlessly and persistently for peace in the world., ‘It
was achieved in this direction important and gratifying results. .

e 1ive inh remarkable times when, in countries with billioms. . .
of people, the socialist regime is ‘unleashing -in full force the wmighty
creative energy of the workers, peasants, and intelligentsia, the best.
qualities of all peoples -- fraternal comradeship, mutual aid, social-
ist internmatiomalisme & .. - L Te oo o ‘ L

The inexhaustible and unconquerable force of the great lenin's
doctrine, the cause of communism, manifests itself clearly in all this
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